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Spanish Movie Review: Pretendiendo
Pretendiendo has a fascinating plot altogether. The movie starts with sad news where Amanda catches her boyfriend cheating on her, a scenario that makes her think that her good looks are the cause of such problems in her life. Immediately she does not get a substantial reason as to why her boyfriend is cheating, Amanda decides to relocate to a new town known as Valparaiso where she comes up with an attractive alter ego. The attractive alter ego is to enable Amanda to draw respect from her fellow employees and also ward off all the men around her away. Later after a short stay in Valparaiso, Amanda meets Marcelo who is a self-proclaimed womanizer. For that reason, since still Amanda has uncontrollable anger from her past encounter with her previous boyfriend, the anger propels her to teach Marcelo a lesson. Amanda, therefore, uses Helena who is the provocative third personality and also her ugly persona. However, in her plan to teach the self-proclaimed womanizer Marcelo a lesson, she finds out that leading a triple life is not that easy as she had thought.
The first reason as to why I liked the film is how Amanda’s boyfriend plays with her mind in an attempt to hide the romantic moments he is having and her girlfriend not to sense anything about it. Although Amanda keeps on prolonging the talk through the phone call, her boyfriend hurriedly insists that they will meet and talk later at around 8:30. Although Amanda’s boyfriend tries to insist that they cannot meet soon as his meeting with Fernanda is too close, Amanda senses things are not right through the phone and makes her way to his boyfriend place. Secondly, how Amanda’s boyfriend and her sex partner who is Amanda’s best friend, Fernanda are busted also makes me like the movie. The two at the time Amanda enters the room with a gun are freely relaxing after an exhaustive romance without expecting any kind of disturbance. The manner in which the two are busted tends to portray Amanda as a brave lady who is courageous enough to fight for her relationship. Both Fernanda and Amanda’s boyfriend are left in a rude shock and embarrassed where Amanda’s boyfriend gives a stupid reason that he was lonely and hence being forced to cheat. Thirdly, another humorous part of the movie that makes me like it is when Amanda visits the church. When brother Juan meets her in the church she proclaims that she does not recall the last time she visited the place she ironically says that human beings are funny creatures since they only come close to God when they have problems a statement she refers to her nature without Juan noticing. Finally, as the movie approaches an end, Amanda accomplishes to trap Marcelo and gives him a life lesson. It is so unfortunate that Marcelo was thoroughly prepared to make love claiming that he loves Amanda but Amanda responds to him that men of his caliber do not have ‘eternal’ love. It is so sad for Marcelo to evade the embarrassment as the reporters get earlier than the police. The next few days the story is all over the newspapers and changes Marcelo’s womanizer behavior abruptly. Later he decides to marry Karen and goes to seek Helen blessing. Its so heart touching that Marcelo realizes that Helen is a beautiful young woman during his wedding. This scenario makes me love the movie most. 
The character I most sympathize with is Marcelo. He gets into the trap of Helen with a promise that she would make love with her. Unfortunately, he gets tied up on his bed and Helen calls the pressmen to humiliate him for the whole town to know about his womanizing behavior. The set trap makes Marcelo appear as a narrow-minded person who never thinks twice but instead is ever controlled by his bodily desires.
After watching the film, am now well informed that womanizing culture has taken root in Mexican society. This culture is well depicted by Marcelo who pretends to be in love with everyone woman little them knowing that he is only after getting them laid. Secondly, feminism culture is portrayed by Amanda when she gives a sexy, smart performance in the opening scene bringing in a sweet sense of revenge. Amanda manages to hide her considerable beauty and appears as the femme fatale known as Helena.
As I watched Pretendiendo, particular peculiar elements of it intrigued me. First, how Amanda truncates from her previous to new life is very interestingly amazing. She just skyrockets from her initial life very swiftly unlike other characters in the previous movies I have watched. Secondly, it is not normal for both the antagonist and protagonist in a movie to come together at the end and appreciate one another, an aspect that is demonstrated by Helena and Marcelo going even to the extent of Marcelo requesting for Helena’s blessings during his wedding.
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